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“No prophet is accepted in his own native place.”  Why is that?  
Why did Jesus’ get such a negative reception in his home town 
of Nazareth? 

As we saw last week in the passage which immediately precedes 
this, things started out well enough.  Jesus proclaimed that the 
hope-filled and encouraging words of the prophet Isaiah were 
being fulfilled right then and there, and everyone was happy to 
hear that.  They were amazed at the gracious words that came 
from Jesus’ mouth. 

But amazement is not the same as belief.  We can be amazed at 
the work of the magician and clamor for more.  Jesus’ 
pronouncement that the words of Isaiah were being fulfilled in 
the midst of Jesus’ fellow Nazoreans left some of them still 
skeptical.  Rather than put their trust in Jesus, they pointed out 
his humble beginnings, and started looking for clearer signs of 
the exceptionality of the moment. 

That’s really the issue that Jesus felt like he needed to address.  
If you start asking for signs, where does it end?  And in several 
encounters contained in the gospels we wonder how people 
could be so dense as not to see what was happening right before 
their eyes.  They wanted more assurances, more evidence that 
would take the place of faith. 

That had to be nipped in the bud.  Whatever miracles Jesus’ 
worked were supposed to foster faith.  They were not meant to 
be a carnival show.  And when that faith was not forthcoming, 
the prophetic character of Jesus’ vocation came to the fore.  He 
had to call the people to account. 



In my time in the Church to prophetic character of the Christian 
calling has gone through some rough times.  It is not universally 
accepted.  For one thing, many of us still cling to the notion that 
our Christian faith has primarily to do with getting us to heaven, 
one at a time.  When we approach things from that perspective 
the most important things to attend to become our devotional life 
and making sure that we do not have any unconfessed sins that 
might bar the way through the pearly gates. 

Another hindrance to embracing the gift of our baptism, which 
includes participation in the ministry of Christ, priest, prophet 
and king, is the image of the Church which had been promoted 
already in the Middle Ages.  The Church was the “perfect 
society” in relation to all the other forms of common life present 
in the world.  And if a society is already perfect there can hardly 
be a need for prophetic ministry. 

That image fell apart at Vatican II when older, more biblically 
based images of the Church were rediscovered; images such as 
the people of God, the community of believers, the herald of the 
Gospel.  With these images we were reminded that we as a 
church have not arrived at perfection, but are always on the 
journey, and in the midst of that journey our imperfections, such 
as protection of the Church’s image at all costs, need to be 
called out and converted. 

What’s true for the Church is also true for every society.  As 
much as we can feel love and affection for the place where we 
grew up, we cannot fall prey to the idea that it is God’s paradise 
on earth.  Everywhere needs the prophet’s ministry if the 
movement toward the true perfection of the kingdom is going to 
continue.  And we cannot dictate to the prophets in our midst 
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what they are to say and how they are to say it.  That belongs to 
God’s initiative and is related to the gaps that exist between our 
practices and beliefs and the values of God’s reign. 

When we go about pursuing those values—things like peace, 
non-violence, concern for the least among us, bringing everyone 
into the realm of God’s providence—we can’t help but point out 
injustices, things that do not align with or integrate into the 
kingdom of God.  Simply living the Christian calling with 
consistency will sooner or later bring us into conflict with the 
structures of sin that still persist into our present age. 

Jeremiah is the prophet from the Hebrew scriptures who gives 
the best insight into how this prophetic calling comes to us and 
what the scope of its activity is:  it has no limits.  Our prophetic 
work spans the globe and all dimensions of human activity.   

As Christians part of our basic identity is to infuse our living 
with a “prophetic imagination,” thinking of things from the 
perspective of the coming of God’s kingdom, not settling for 
how far we’ve come, or how happy with are with the status quo. 

From this prophetic imagination you might even go so far as to 
say that the pandemic, an act of nature, has fulfilled a prophetic 
function.  It has exposed the inconsistencies, the inadequacies 
and the contradictions of how our societies and communities had 
been operating beforehand.  And it puts us on notice to be aware 
of how past tendencies might be operating in the new arrange-
ments that are coming into play.  At the moment when the 
global economy is looking to “push reset button,” who reaps the 
most benefit from that?  And is that how things ought to be? 



Who are the equivalents today to Judah's kings and princes, 
priests and people whom Jeremiah addressed in such bold and 
unwavering ways that they sought to remove him from the 
scene? Where are the prophetic voices and persons addressing 
the "great reset" now, in a time when those with the advantage 
again seem to be in such a good position to increase it? 

The Gospel account of Jesus speaking in the synagogue reminds 
us that prophets are not accepted in their own land. Indeed, 
political, religious and social leaders often want to toss prophets 
over the cliff because prophets shake up the status quo. For 
those of us who dare to claim our prophetic identity in Christ in 
this world hungering for hope, vision and justice, we have the 
promise of presence — "I am with you to deliver you," says the 
holy one, whose power working within us continually empowers 
us for the work to be done. 

Saint Paul reminds us that love is the greatest of all virtues. At 
the heart of the prophetic mission is an insatiable love for God 
and for all creation, recognizing our kinship with eagle and 
mountain, and all things bright and beautiful, and making the 
work of justice and the proclamation of the kingdom of God 
ever more compelling and forever alluring. 
 


